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Fends and Rapt for Duck.
Last year was the first season that

we ever used a pond In connection
with the railing of ducks, and the
reeult was so satisfactory that wo will
live an account of it for tho benefit
of the reauers of your paper. Wo
begaa the season with seven Rouen
ducks and two drakos for breeding
atoek. Back of tho barn there la
quite a good sized pond, and, as wo did
not need tho water for tho stock, we
allowed tho ducks to enjoy It. They
spent their days In It and very profit-
able days they proved. They found all
the corn they wanted at a crib near
the pond, and all tho caro they re-

ceived wao that they were brought up
to tho duck house near tho houso at
night and wero fed a bran mash each
morning. Moro often than not we
found seven eggs each morning. We
old a good many eggs and raised

ovei' 110 ducklings. So much for the
utility of a pond for breeding stock.

Wo were a little afraid of turtles
in the pond, bo kept tho ducklings
away from it until Ave or six weeks
old. They were kept in a yard near
the' house and tho well, so the work
of feeding, watering and caring for
them was as light as possible.
lng this tlmo they were at first fed
four times, afterwards three times a
day, and wero given lettuce, onion or
beet tops, endive or cabbago leaves
from the garden for green food. What
a jubilee there was when wo flrst
drove about fifty of these fellows to
the pond. Such darting about, diving
and splashing. Only those who have
watched tho antics of ducka in water
can imagine the Bceno.

After, that thoy wero fed overy
morning with enough drinking water
to wash tho food down so they could
eat a good breakfast, then wore driven
to the pond, which soon becamo an
easy task.' By feeding timo in the
evening they wero auxious to be
turned back, bo thoy could come to
tho houso for supper and to their
house tq sleep.

Our neighbors laughed at us driving
our ducks to water. There was a lit-
tle yard containing somo blue grass
and moro weeds near tho pond that
was disced early lu the aprlng and
sown with Eesox Rape. Tho ducklings
needed no teaching aB to the useful-
ness of this plant, but freely helped
themsolves as had tho old ducks all
spring.

When it was not convenient to leavo
them for an hour or no lu the rape
patch, tho rapo was mowed and car-
ried to them. They wero as anxious
for V. as for a feed of corn or mash.
W& nevor had ducklingo grow faster
or seem hardier. If our yards had
been so arranged that the ducks could
havo gono freely to tho rapo patch
and the pond, without being let
through the gates, It would havo been
less troublo and no doubt have been
better, but thero was other stock in
tho yards, making it necessary to
keep them closed.

One thing absolutely uecossary to
aucacss in raising ducks Is that they
must all, young and old alike, havo a
clean, dry sleeping placo. It doos not
need to bo warm, but it must bo dry.
A Httlvj carolesBneas iu the matter of
supplying plenty of dry bedding when-ove- r

It Is noedod, and tho llttlo follows
have cramp, or .with either young or
old, rheumatism, and then wo havo
dead ducks. This is about tho only
disease from which ducks suffer, and
with reasonable caro can bo avoided.

Danger from suddou storm at
night, also from marauding animals,
can be in a grHt'measure avoided by
yarding the i ducklings so they cannot
wander far from their houso- - at night.
Now a few? .words for the Rouen ducks.
What Is more beautiful? Tho drake,'
with his bright green head, claret'

black of the back and tall, the blue

ribbon band of the wing; then uhe
pleasing contrast of tho beautifully
penciled brown of tho female, make
them birds to be admired by all who
seo them. Then they do not pull their
feathers before picking time. They
are hurdy, will sit on their own eggs
if allowed and make good mothers,
They are good eating ana sell well on
the market.

J. H. Howarth & Son,
j Appatioosu Co., Iowa.

The Poultry Yard Fence,
The poultry yard fenco is one of

tho important features of tho equip-men- t

for poultry ralBlng. In this mat-
ter there has been something of a
revolution during tho last veneration.
The old stylo fenco was an oyesoro
on most farms. It was mado prin-
cipally of laths, generally unoalnted.
In a short tlmo tho wood becamo
weather beaten and hero and there
the laths wero broken. Sometimes an
attempt was mado to whitewash nnd
repair It. This meant tho addition oi
old boards or strips in placo of tho
broken laths, and this increased the
appearance of untidiness that per-
vaded all. It Is no wonder that some
of our farmers' wives became heartily
sick of chickens and tho chicken
yard, as tho latter was often the most
unsightly object on the farm. A new
day dawned when wire fencing came
into vogue, whether cheaper or not
tho wlro netting is far more durable
than tho wood ever could be, and it is
rar neater In, appearance. It is now
possiblo for tho farmer to construct
a neat poultry fence that will not get
out of repair and that will remain
good for many years.

The usual method of construction
now is to set deeply into tho ground
some cedar or other posts, which have
boon dipped In tar to the
height thoy aro expected to penetrate
tho ground. This will be found neces-
sary with most of our timber. Tho
posts used, however, should bo well
dried out and not contain moisturo at
timo of dipping, else tho dipping will
be of no avail. The posts should bo
made high enough to carry u four-foo- t

netting, as this will bo found to
be tho most serviceable height of net-
ting for restraining most of our breeds
of fowls.

No top cross piece should bo used,
aa this presonts a lighting placo for
the fowls. If tho wiro Is stretched
tightly on strong posts it will need
no board or joist at the top. If, how-
ever, the fowls nro to be very heavy
ones, liko the Light Brahraas, a top
rail may bo used, as they will not at
tempt to fly up to it in nny event.
The Plymouth Rocks and Leghorns
will, however, find no obstacle in tho
way of their wanderings If they can
see a board at tho top. A good many
poultrynien are now savlug wlro by
leaving off tho top board, for It is dif-
ficult to build a fenco so high that
the hens cannot get over if thoy can
find a lighting pluco half way. Wo
have seen poultry fences eight feet
high that did not hold Leghorns.

Tho size of tho yard will havo con-
siderable bearing on tho height of
the fence, for It has been observed
that when the area in small and tho
flock largo, tho fowls will redouble
their efforts to got out. If the yard
Is lurgo aud thero is green feed in-

side, it is surprising how d

tho fowls are to romuln in it.
Two-Inc- h mesh 'wlro la tho bost for

ordinary uses. A board should bo
placed at the bottom and sot some-
what In tho ground an inch or two
to prevent the hena digging uuder it,
as they find it a convenient pluco for
making a dust bath.

Tho fowls for tho farruor nro tho
beat fowl3 "that can bo procured.
Thero Is no reason why ho should not
hnvo tho best.

' ' Tho cultivation of the now rasp-
berry plantation should be contluuod
till the middle of August. This will
result In keeping down thq weeds und
sending the moisturo into tho roots
of tho plants. The vigorous growth
made this year will be seen in the
fruit next year.

FOR GOOD ROADS
A Paper Read Before the National Good Roads Convention at St.

Louis by J. L. Merrltt of Tecumseh.

What a few years ago in respect to good roads, or "turnpikes," was re-

garded as a luxury to be enjoyed only by a favored few, Is today con-

sidered a primo necessity, demanded by all progressive people. Like many
preceding reforms, tho good road movement has been opposed by obstruc-
tionists and demagogues. Like other persistent promoters of great pub-

lic enterprises, Its agitators have been called cranks and crooks, whoso
ideas wero called chimerical, whose objects were looked upon as being per-

sonal nnd mercenary. And doubtless such will nlway3 be the case in tho
launching of new issues upon the sea of public mind. But, liko Columbus,
In memory of whoso great achievement tho Chicago World's fair was given
In :903; liko Napoleon, tho renowned warrior and statesmnn; like our Jef-
ferson, whose good judgment ono hundred years ago enables America to ex-

hibit at St. Louis today tho deft handiwork of tho greatest nation on earth;
Hko Washington, who crossed tile g Delaware on that memorable
Christmas night to gain for us the "sweet liberty" of which wo Americans
so patriotically sing; like tho valiant Cuptain D. L. Payne, of boomer fame,
to whom a million prosperous people nre indebted for happy homes; liko
Glads! one, whoso continued strokes loosed the yoke from tho yoemen of Ire-

land; like Douglas who secured the passage of the first homestead bill; liko
Lincoln, Folk and Dennis Flynn, the good roads movement will ultimately
win. The Hon. W. I1. Brownlow and Senator Latimer, through whom tho
movement Is now materializing, should have tho respect and support of the
American people

Both the commercial and social success of a country ore measured by
the condition of her rural roads. Inaccessable fastnesses and wild jungles
aro inhabited by barbarians, criminals and beggars. Boulevards are occupied
by sages, toilers and capitalists. Good roads beget good homes, good so-

ciety and good government. Results: Higher civilization greater enjoy-
ment, heaven on earth. Mud and sand aro two insatiable fiends that eat up
a large per cent of the farmers' profits, especially in my adopted home Okla-
homa.

And Oklahoma, tho oasis of tho universe, tho coming star of the national
constellation, comes tr this convention as sho will go to congress as a de-

pendent child to on indulgent parent, asking nsslstnncc. Although amply
blessed by balmy breeze and bountiful breast, she is also cursed by roads
tho worst of any iu the west. Suffering as they do an oxces3ive tax, Inci-
dent to tho organization of a new country, her people nro unable to bear
the cost of radical road betterment. Her only hope for good roads lies in
tho passage of tho Brownlow-Latlme- r good road appropriation bill, now be-
fore her parent, Undo Sam, and In convict labor.

Convict work has proven profitable where tried, and the Pottawatomie
County Good Road3 association, in addition to ifc? efforts to securp federal
financial aid, will endeavor to get the county otilcers to adopt tho convioc
law enacted by Oklahoma's last territorial legislature. And to tills end wo
uro educating tho people In the premises, that tley may vote intelligently,
for by the ballot only can such reforms be had.

That Oklahoma may not lose by being unfortunately a disinherited out-
cast, as sho seem? to be regarded by congress, tho benefits of the appropri-
ation bill, should it become a law, the word "territories," or ut least "Okla-
homa territon," should be inserted In tho bill, and tho following resolution
relative thereto was recently addpted by tho Pottawatomie County Good
Roads association:

Whereas, Oklahoma is being denied statohood by the congress of thoUnited States, nnd
Whereas, Tho f.ennte commitleo to whom It' was referred, eliminated theword territories" from the Brownlow-Latlme- r bill, and,
Whereas, Oklahoma's rural roads are in a deplorable condition, and hertaxes excessive, bo it. therefore,
Resolved, tfy the Pottawatomie County Good Roads association ofabout five thousand members, that the action of congress relative to state-

hood for Oklahoma and Indian Territory Is dilatory, discriminating anddangerous; that they are entitled to immediate single statehood; that being
denied statohood thoy should be enabled, by the insertion of the word "ter-ritories. ' or tho words "Oklahoma territory" into the good road npproprl-ntio- n

bill recently reported favorably by tho senate committee to share Inany funds made available for good road purposes, that tho delegates fromthis county to tho National Good Roads convention be, and are hereby In-
structed to confer with oilier Oklahoma delegates with a view to enlisting
tho assistance of the National Good Roads association in getting her rights
and needs properly and forcibly before the next session of congress

Additional evidence of the local interest In tho good road movement Isshown by tho following resolution adopted by the late democratic county
convention of Pollawatomlo county. Oklahoma:

"Whereas, The present deplorable condition of the public roads ofcounty renders travel thereon tedious trafflc dangerous undnnd
"Whereas, Tho present public road law of Oklahoma is inadequate fortho radical betterment of her rural roads: bo it, therefore
"Resolved Bv this county democratic convention that we Indorse theaction of the Tcnltorlnl Good Roads convention, which met In Guthrie April

1. In appointing i legal committee to draft a better road law bill to ho Intro-duce-

for its passage by tho next territorial legislature; that wo favor thoworking of "Jail birds" and short term convicts upon tho rural roads- - thatwe nro in sympathy with the Pottawatomie County Good Roads association
In its request for federal aid; that wo fully appreciate the persistent effortsof Its promoters and organizers in getting the objects of tho associationprominently before the public of Pottawatomie county, nnd that we hereby
invite both tho united and Individual of the democratic party in
( btaining radical road reform In this county."

At its recent annual meeting tho Oklnhoma Press association alsopassed resolutions favoring good roads by federal aid and convict work andpledged tho good roads organizations Its hearty support
And when tho editors, tho molders of most, and tho fearless expresses

"alnod
on,n,r"1 taUes "P a measure, Its oavly fruition Is usually ob- -

To obtain good loads from nny source, organization and education byagitation Is Imperative.
To Interest and thoroughly organize a county even into a good road an.soclation requires a great effort, much stlcktoitlveness and. considerablemoney. I have spent six months' time and "paid all the freight" In organ-izln- g

Pottawatomie county, and I consider both well spent
I will cheerfully send to any good road organizer o'r agitator copy ofmembership certificate together with any .further Information relative tothe organization of good road associations upon application.


